Clinical Ethics Conferences

The Center for Clinical Ethics at Summit Medical offers several conferences to assist care providers and ethics committee members in ethical decision-making at the patient’s bedside.  The Center is supported in part by an educational grant from HCA.  The Center offers educational programs in clinical ethics, each taking place on a Friday-Saturday for 10 or more hours of CME, CE, or other credit.  Each conference focuses on offering ethical, legal, and practical guidance on decision making in the care provider/patient relationship, and is helpful to the following groups:

· Physicians, Nurses, and other Clinical Practitioners

· Ethics Advisory Committee Members

· Hospital Administrators

· Social Workers, Chaplains, and Clinical Educators

· Administrators

· Quality Assurance & Risk Management Personnel

Participants in each conference develop expertise in implementing a leading framework for clinical ethics decision making, strategies for enhancing the roles of ethics committees, books and handbooks related to the conference theme, and a network of colleagues who share concerns and problem solving expertise in clinical ethics.  Annual conference programs include: 

Ethics at the End of Life:  Defining Care for Compromised or Incompetent Patients

(MODULE 1)

Many patients develop diminished mental competence to make medical decisions towards the end of life.  The focus of this program is how to assist patients and their surrogates in making decisions that offer the patient the greatest benefit.  A variety of medical options at the end of life are considered, as well as issues regarding honest communication with the patient and family members, problem cases in applying advance directives, and how to respond to a patient’s psychological, social, and spiritual needs when recovery from illness is no longer achievable.

Ethics at the End of Life: Special Challenges in End of Life Care for Competent Patients

(MODULE 2)

Patient choices for end of life care can pose difficulties for health care providers, especially when patients request assistance in hastening or causing their death.  Patients have the right to make their own health care decisions, but these must be considered within the ethical and legal boundaries of the health professions.  We discuss how to respond compassionately to requests to die, including issues regarding competency, the role of pain management in restoring a patient’s quality of life, and the need for psychological, social, and spiritual support systems.

Optimizing the Role and Functions of Hospital Ethics Committees

(MODULE 3)

Hospital ethics committees are charged with a wide array of responsibilities.  This program considers the role and functions of hospital ethics committees in relation to enhancing the ethical delivery of patient care, and the directives of the Joint Commission for Accreditation of Hospital Organizations.  How to optimize the roles of ethics education, case consultation, and policy development will all be considered.

Other (non-module) conferences offered on a periodic basis include:

Ethics in Neonatal & Perinatal Medicine

Communication Skills in Clinical Practice

Ethics in Emergency Medicine

Clinical Ethics for Pharmacists

For a conference brochure or more information, contact:

Ronn Huff, Director

The Center for Clinical Ethics

Summit Medical Center

5655 Frist Blvd.

Hermitage, Tennessee 37076

Telephone: (615) 316-3133 

Fax (615) 316-3138

Ronn Huff is the Director of The Center for the Clinical Ethics and a MA Candidate at Vanderbilt University in Religious Studies, with a major in Ethics.

ronn.huff@hcahealthcare.com
